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And hereby we do know, that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments. 
— He that faith I know him, and 
keepeth not his- commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him." — 
i John ii. 3, 4. 




THEY KNOW CHRIST 

WHO 

KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. 



We have much inquiry concerning know- 
ledge in thefe latter times. The fons of 
Adam are now as bufy as ever Adam him- 
felf was about the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil 5 making its boughs, and fcram- 
bling for the fruit: whilft, I fear, many are 
too unmindful of the tree of life. And, 
though there be now no cherubim, with 
their flaming fwords, to fright men off, yet 
the way that leads to it feems to be folitary 
and untrodden, as if there were but few that 
had any mind to tafte of its fruit. There are 
many that fpeak of new glimpfes and difco- 
veries of truth, of dawnings of Gofpel light. 
And no queftion but God has referved much 
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of this for the very evening and funfet of the 
world ; for, in the latter days, " knowledge 
fhall be increafed." But yet I wifh we 
could, in the meantime, fee that day dawn 
which the apoftle fpeaks of, and that "day- 
ftar arife in men's hearts." I wifh, whilft 
we talk of light and difpute about truth, 
that we could walk more as " children of 
the light." But, if St John's rule in the 
text be good, that no man truly knows Chrift 
but he who keeps his commandments, it 
is much to be fufpe&ed that many of us 
who pretend to light, have a thick and 
gloomy darknefs within overfpreading our 
louls. 

There are now many large volumes and 
difcourfes written concerning Chrift; thou- 
fands of controverfies difcuffed, infinite pro- 
blems determined, concerning his divinity, 
humanity, union of both together, and what 
not. So that our bookifh Chriftians, who 
have all their religion in writings and papers, 
think they are completely furnilhed with 
all kinds of knowledge concerning Chrift. 
And, when they fee all their leaves lying 
about them, they think they have a goodly 
ftock of knowledge and truth, and cannot 
poffibly mifs the way to heaven; as if reli- 
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gion were nothing but a little bookcraft, a 
mere paper-fkill. 

But, if St John's rule here be good, we 
muft not judge of our knowing Chrift by 
our (kill in books and papers, but by our 
keeping his commandments. And that, I 
fear, will difcover many of us, notwithftand- 
ing all this light which, we boaft of round 
about us, to have nothing but Egyptian 
darknefs within our hearts. 

The vulgar fort think that they know 
Chrift enough out of their creeds, and ca- 
techifms, and confeflions of faith: and if 
they have but a little acquainted themfelves 
with thefe, and, like parrots, have conned 
the words of them, they doubt not but that 
they are fufficiently inftructed in all the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven. Many 
of the more learned, if they can but wrangle 
and difpute about Chrift, imagine themfelves 
to be grown great proficients in the fchool 
of Chrift. 

The greater part of the world, whether 
learned or unlearned, think that there is no 
need of purging and purifying their hearts 
for the right knowledge of Chrift and his 
Gofpel. But, though their lives be never 
fo wicked, their hearts never fo foul within, 
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yet they may know Chrift fufficiently out 
of their treatifes and difcourfes, out of their 
mere fyftems and bodies of divinity. Which 
I deny not to be ufeful in a fubordinate 
way ; although our Saviour prefcribes to his 
difciples another method for coming to the 
right knowledge of divine truths : u He that 
will do my Father's will, fhall know of the 
do&rine whether it be of God." The true 
Chriftian, indeed, is not he that is only 
book-taught, but he that is God-taught; 
he that has u an un&ion from the Holy 
One," " that teacheth him all things; " he 
that has the Spirit of Chrift within him, 
that fearcheth out the deep things of God: 
" For, as no man knoweth the things of a 
man, fave the fpirit of a man, which is in 
him; even fo, the things of God knoweth 
no man, but the fpirit of God-" 

Ink and paper can never make us Chris- 
tians, can never beget a new nature, a liv- 
ing principle in us; can never form Chrift, 
or any true notions of fpiritual things, in our 
hearts. The Gofpel, that new law which 
Chrift delivered tc5 the world, is v not merely 
a dead letter without us, but a quickening 
fpirit within us. Cold theorems and max- 
ims, dry and jejune difputes, lean fyllogis- 
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tical reafonings, could never yet, of them- 
felves, beget the leaft glimpfe of true hea- 
venly light, the leaft fap of faving know- 
ledge, in any heart. All this is but the 
groping of the poor dark fpirit of man after 
truth; to find it out with his own endea- 
vours, and feel it with his own cold and 
benumbed hands. Words and fyllables, 
which are but dead things, cannot poflibly 
convey the living notions of heavenly truths 
to us. The fecret myfteries of a divine 
life, of a new nature, of Chrift formed in 
our hearts, cannot be written or fpoken, 
language and expreffions cannot reach them: 
neither can they be ever truly underftood, 
except the foul itfelf be kindled froip with- 
in, and awakened into the life which ani- 
mates them. A painter that would draw 
a rofe, though he may flourifti fome likenefs 
of it in figure and colour, can yet never 
paint the fcent and fragrancy; or, if he 
would draw a flame, he cannot put a con- 
ftant heat into his colours : he cannot make 
his pencil drop a found, as the echo in the 
epigram mocks at him. All the (kill of 
cunning artifans and mechanics cannot put 
a principle of life into a ftatue of their own 
making. Neither are we able to enclofe in 
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words and letters the life, foul, and effence 
of any fpiritual truths, and, as it were, to 
incorporate it in them. 

Some philofophers have determined, that 
virtue cannot be taught by any certain rules 
or precepts. Men and books may pro- 
pound fome dire&ion to us, that may engage 
us in a courfe of life and practice, by means 
of which we fhall at laft find virtue within 
ourfelves, and be experimentally acquainted 
with it; but they cannot teach it us, like a 
mechanic art or trade. No, furely : " there 
is a fpirit in man; and the infpi ration of the 
Almighty giveth underftanding. ,, But we 
fhall not meet with this fpirit anywhere but 
in the way of obedience: the knowledge of 
Chrift, and the keeping of his command- 
ments, muft always go together, and be 
mutual caufes of one another: 

" Hereby we know, that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments. He that 
faith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him." 

I come now to thefe words themfelves, 
which are fo pregnant, that I fhall not need 
to force out anything from them. I fhall, 
therefore, only take notice of fome few ob- 
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fervations, which drop from them of their 
own accord, and then conclude with fome 
application of them to ourfelves. 

I. Firft, then, if our keeping Chrift's 
commandments be the right method of 
difcovering our knowledge of Chrift, then 
we may fafely draw conclufions concerning 
our ftate and condition from the conformity 
of our lives to the will of our Redeemer. 

Would we know whether we know 
Chrift aright, let us confider whether the 
life of Chrift be in us. He that has not 
the life of Chrift in him, has nothing but 
the name, nothing but a fancy of Chrift — 
he has not the fubftance of him. Whofo 
builds his houfe upon this foundation, not 
an airy notion of Chrift fwimming in his 
brain, but on Chrift really dwelling and 
living in his heart, as our Saviour himfelf 
bears witnefs, he " buildeth his houfe upon 
a rock," and when the floods come, and 
the winds blow, and the rain defcends, ar.d 
beats upon it, it ftiall ftand impregnably. 
But he who builds all his comfort upon an 
ungrounded perfuafion that God, from all 
eternity, has loved him, and abfolutely de- 
creed him to life and happinefs, and feeks 
not for God really dwelling in his foul, he 
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Guilds his houfe upon a quickfand, and it 
fhall fuddenly fink, and be fwallowed up; 
" his hope mall be cut off, and his truft 
fhall be a fpider's web ; he fhall lean upon 
his houfe, but it fhall not ftand; he fhall 
hold it faft, but it fhall not endure." 

We are nowhere commanded to pry into 
thefe fecrets; but the wholefome counfel 
and advice given us is this — " to make our 
calling and election fure." We have no 
warrant in Scripture to peep into thefe hid- 
den rolls and volumes of eternity, and to 
make it our firft object, when we come to 
Chrift, to fpell out our names in the ftars, 
and to perfuade ourfelves that we are cer- 
tainly elected to everlafting happinefs, be- 
fore we fee the image of God, in righteous- 
nefs and true holinefs, fhaped in our hearts. 
God's everlafting decree is too dazzling 
and bright an object for us to fet our eye 
upon. It is far eafier and fafer for us to 
look upon the rays of his goodnefs and 
holinefs, as they are reflected in our hearts, 
and there to read the mild and gentle cha- 
racters of God's love to us in our love to 
him, and our hearty compliance with his 
heavenly will; as it is fafer for us, if we 
would lee the fun, to look upon it here be- 
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low in a pail of water, than to caft up our 
daring eyes upon the body of the fuiKitfelf, 
which is too radiant and fcorching for us. 
The beft affurance that any one can have 
of his intereft in God is, doubtlefs, the con- 
formity of his foul to God. Thofe divine 
purpofes, whatfoever they may be, are alto- 
gether unfearchable and unknowable ; they 
Re wrapped up in everlafting darknefs, and 
covered in a deep abyfs. Who is able to 
fathom the bottom of them ? 

Let us not, therefore, make this our firft 
attempt towards God and religion, to per- 
fuade ourfelves ftrongly of thefe everlafting 
decrees. For if, at our firft flight, we aim 
fo high, we (hall haply but fcorch our wings, 
and be ftruck back with lightning, as thofe 
giants of old were that would needs attempt 
to aflault heaven. And it is indeed a moft 
gigantic eflay, to thruft ourfelves fo boldly 
into the lap of heaven. It is a prank of 
Nimrod, of a mighty hunter, thus rudely to 
deal with God, and to force heaven and 
happinefs before his face, whether he will 
or not. The way to obtain a good aflur- 
ance indeed of our title to heaven is, not to 
clamber up to it by a ladder of our own un- 
grounded perfuafions, but to dig as low as 
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hell, by humility and felf-denial in our own 
hearts: and though this may feem to be 
the fartheft way about, yet it is indeed the 
neareft and fafeft way to it. We muft, 
as the Greek epigram fpeaks, afcend down- 
ward, and defcend upward, if we would in- 
deed come to heaven, or get any true per- 
fuafion of our title to it. 

The moft gallant and triumphant confi- 
dence of a Chriftian rifeth fafely and furely 
on this low foundation, that lies deep under- 
ground, and there ftands firmly and ftead- 
faftly. When our heart is once turned into 
a conformity with the Word of God, when 
we feel our will perfectly to concur with 
his will, we fhall then prefently perceive a 
fpirit of adoption within ourfelves, teaching 
us to cry, Abba, Father! We fhall not 
then care for peeping into thofe hidden re- 
cords of eternity, to fee whether our names 
be written there in golden characters ; no — 
we fhall find a copy of God's thoughts con- 
cerning us written in our own breafts. 
There we may read the characters of his 
favour to us; there we may feel an inward 
fenfe of his love to us, flowing out of our 
hearty and unfeigned love to him. And we 
fhall be more undoubtedly perfuaded of it, 
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than if any of thofe winged watchmen above, 
who are privy to heaven's fecrets, fhould 
come and tell us that they faw our names 
enrolled in thofe volumes of eternity. But, 
on the contrary, though we drive to per- 
fuade ourfelves ever fo confidently, that 
God from all eternity hath loved us, and 
elected us to life and happinefs, if yet, in 
the meantime, we entertain any iniquity 
within our hearts, and willingly clofe with 
any temptation, — do what we can, we fliall 
find many a cold qualm, every now and 
then, feizing upon us at approaching dan- 
gers; and when death itfelf fhall grimly 
look us in the face, we fliall feel our hearts 
die within us, and our fpirits quite faint 
away, though we ftrive to raife them and 
recover them, never fo much, with the 
ftrong waters of our ungrounded prefump- 
tions. The leaft inward evil, willingly con- 
tinued, will be like a worm, fretting the 
gourd of our Jolly confidence and prefump- 
tuous perfuafion of God's love, and always 
gnawing at the root of it; and though we 
itrive to keep it alive, and continually be- 
fprinkle it with fome dews of our own, yet 
it will be always dying and withering in our 
bofoms. But a good confcience within will 



1 6 They know Christ 

be always better to a Chriftian than "health 
to his navel, or marrow to his bones;" it 
will be an everlafting cordial to his heart ; 
it will be fofter to him than a bed of down, 
and he may fleep fecurely upon it, in the 
midft of raging and tempeftuous feas, when 
the winds blufter, and the waves beat round 
about him. A good confcience is the beft 
looking-glafs of heaven, in which the foul 
may fee God's thoughts and purpofes con- 
cerning it reflected as fo many Qiining ftars: 
" Hereby we know Chrift j hereby we know 
that Chrift loves us, if we keep his com- 
mandments." 

2. Secondly, if hereby only we know that 
we know Chrift, by our keeping his com- 
mandments, then the knowledge of Chrift 
does not confift merely in a few barren no- 
tions in a form of certain dry and faplefs 
opinions. 

Chrift came not into the world to fill our 
heads with mere fpeculations, to kindle a 
fire of wrangling and contentious difpute 
among us, and to warm our fpirits againft 
one another with angry and peevifh debates, 
whilft, in the meantime, our hearts remain 
all ice within towards God, and have not 
the leaft fpark of true heavenly fire to melt 
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and thaw them. Chrift came not to pos- 
fefs our brains with fome cold opinions, that 
fend down a freezing and benumbing in* 
fluence upon our hearts. Chrift was a 
matter of life, not of the fchools: and he 
is the beft Chriftian whofe heart beats 
with the pureft pulfe towards heaven; 
not he whofe head fpins out the fineft cob- 
webs. 

He that endeavours really to mortify his 
paflions, and, in his life, to comply with 
that truth which his confcience is con- 
vinced of, is nearer a Chriftian, though he 
never heard of Chrift, than he who believes 
all the vulgar articles of the Chriftian faith, 
and plainly denies Chrift in his life. 

Surely the way to heaven that Chrift has 
taught us is plain and eafy, if we have but 
honeft hearts : we need not many criticifms, 
many fchool diftin&ions, to come to a right 
underftanding of it. Surely Chrift came 
not to enfnare us and entangle us, with cap- 
tious niceties, or to puzzle our heads with 
deep fpeculations, or to lead us through 
hard and craggy notions into the kingdom 
of heaven. I perfuade myfelf, that no man 
fhall ever be kept out of heaven for not 
comprehending myfteries that were beyond 
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the reach of his {hallow under ftanding, if 
he had but an honeft and good heart, that 
was ready to comply with Chrift's com- 
mandments. " Say not in thy heart, Who 
fhall afcend into heaven ? "-r-that is, with 
high fpeculations to bring down Chrift from 
thence; or, "Who fhall defcend into the 
abyfs beneath?" — that is, with deep-fearch- 
ing thoughts to fetch up Chrift from thence : 
but lo ! " the Word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart." 

But I wifli it were not the diftemper of 
our times to fcare and fright men with 
opinions, and make them folicitous only 
about entertaining this and that fpeculation, 
which will not render them anything the 
better in their lives, or the liker unto God ; 
whilft, in the meantime, there is no fuch 
care taken about our keeping Chrift's com- 
mandments, and being renewed in our minds, 
according to the image of God, in righteous- 
nefs and true holineis. We fay, " Lo, here 
is Chrift! " and « Lo, there is Chrift ! "— 
in thefe and thofe opinions; whereas, in 
truth, Chrift is neither here, nor there, nor 
anywhere, but where the fpirit of Chrift, 
where the life of Chrift is. 

Do we not, now-a-days, open and lock 
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up heaven with the private key of this and 
that opinion of our own, according to our 
feveral fancies, as we pleafe? And, if any 
one obferve Chrift's commandments never 
fo fincerely, and ferve God with faith and a 
pure confcience, yet, haply, understands not 
fome contended-for opinions, fome darling 
notions, he has not the right Jhibboleth^ he 
has not the true watch-word, he muft not 
pafs the guards into heaven. Do we not 
make this and that opinion, this and that 
outward form, to be the wedding-garment, 
and boldly fentence to outer darknefs thole 
who are not inverted with it? Whereas, 
every true Chriftian finds the leaft dram of 
hearty affe&ion towards God to be more 
cordial and fovereign to his foul, than all 
the fpeculative notions and opinions in the 
world; and though he Study, alfo, to inform 
his underftanding aright, and free his mind 
from all error and mifapprehenfions, yet it 
is nothing but the life of Chrift deeply 
rooted in his heart that is the chemical 
elixir which he feeds upon. Had he " all 
faith, that he could remove mountains," as 
St Paul fpeaks ; had he " all knowledge, all 
tongues and languages " — yet he prizes one 
dram of love bevond them all. He ac- 
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counts him that feeds upon mere notions in 
religion to be but an airy and chameleon-like 
Chriftian. He now finds himfelf otherwife 
rooted and centred in God than formerly, 
when he merely contemplated and ga^ed 
upon him; he taftes and relifhes God with- 
in himfelf; he has quendam faporem Dei — a 
certain favour of God: whereas, before, he 
did but rove and guefs after him at random. 
He feels himfelf fafely anchored in God, 
and will not be diffuaded from enjoying 
God; though, perhaps, he fkill not many 
of thofe fubtleties which others make the 
alpha and omega of their religion. Neither 
is he feared by thofe childifn affrightments 
with which fome would force their private 
conceits upon him; he is above the fuper- 
ftitious dread of mere fpeculative opinions, 
as well as the fuperftitious reverence of 
mere outward ceremonies; he cares not fo 
much for fubtlety, as for foundnefs and 
health of mind. And, indeed, as it was well 
fpoken by a noble philofopher, that, " with- 
out purity and virtue, God is nothing but 
an empty name " — fo it is as true here, 
that, without obedience to Chrift's com- 
mandments, without the life of Chrift dwell- 
ing in us, whatfoever opinion we may enter- 
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tain of him, Chrift is only named by us, Ik 
is not known. 

I fpeak not here againft a free and in- 
genuous inquiry into all truth, according to 
our feveral abilities and opportunities; I 
plead not for captivating and enthralling 
our judgments to the dictates of men; I do 
not difparage the natural improvement of 
our faculties, by true knowledge, which is 
fo noble and gallant a perfection of the mind. 
The thing which I aim againft is, difpirit- 
ing the life and vigour of our religion by 
dry fpeculations, and making it nothing but 
a mere dead (keleton of opinions, a few dry 
bones tied up together, without any flefh 
and finews; and mifplacing, upon an eager 
profecution of thefe opinions, all that zeal 
which fliould be fpent to better purpofe 
upon nobler objects. 

Knowledge, indeed, is a thing far more 
excellent than riches, outward pleafures, 
worldly dignities, or anything elfe in the 
world befides holinefs, and the conformity 
of our wills to the will of God; yet our 
happinefs confifts not in knowledge, but in 
a certain divine temper and conftitution of 
foul, which is far above it. 

But it is a piece of that corruption which 
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runs through human nature, that we natu- 
rally prize truth more than goodnefs, know- 
ledge more than holinefs. We think it a 
gallant thing to be fluttering up to heaven 
with our wings of knowledge and fpecula- 
tion; whereas, the higheft myftery of a 
divine life here, and of perfect happinefs 
hereafter, confifts in nothing but mere obe- 
dience to the Divine will. Happinefs is 
nothing but that inward fweet delight, which 
will arife from the harmonious agreement 
between our wills and the will of God. 

There is nothing contrary to God in the 
whole world, nothing that fights againft 
him, but felf-will. This is the ftrong caftle 
that we all keep garrifoned againft Heaven, 
in every one of our hearts, which God con- 
tinually layeth fiege unto: and it muft be 
conquered and demolifhed before we can 
conquer Heaven. It was by reafon of this 
felf-will that Adam fell in paradife — that 
thofe glorious angels, thofe morning ftars, 
kept not their firft ftation, but dropped 
down from heaven like falling ftars, and 
funk into that condition of bitternefs, 
anxiety, and wretchednefs, to which they 
are now reduced. They all entangle them- 
felves with the length of their own wings ; 
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they would needs will more, and otherwife, 
than God would will in them. And going 
about to make their wills wider, and to en- 
large them into greater amplitude, the more 
they ftruggled, they found themfelves the 
fafter pinioned, and crowded up into nar- 
rownels and fervility; infomuch, that now 
they are not able to ufe any wings at all, 
but, inheriting the ferpent's curfe, can only 
creep with their bellies upon the earth. 
Now, our only way to recover God and 
happinefs again is, not to foar up with our 
underftandings, but to deftroy this felf-will 
of ours; and then we fhall find our wings 
grow again, our plumes fairly fpread, and 
ourfelves raifed aloft into the free air of per- 
fect liberty, which is perfect happinefs. 

There is nothing in the whole world able 
to do us good or hurt, but God and our 
own will; neither riches, nor poverty, nor 
difgrace, nor honour, nor life, nor death, 
nor angels, nor devils; but willing or not 
willing, as we ought. Should hell itfelf 
caft all its fiery darts againft us, if our will 
be right, if it be informed by the Divine 
will, they can do us no hurt; we have then, 
if I may fo fpeak, an enchanted fhield, that 
is impenetrable, and will bear off all. God 
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will not hurt us, and hell cannot hurt us, 
if we will nothing but what God wills. 
Nay, then, we are actuated by God himfelf, 
and the whole Divinity flows in upon us; 
and when we have cafliiered this felf-will 
of ours, which did but fliackle and confine 
our fouls, our wills fhall then become truly 
free, being widened and enlarged to the 
extent of God's own will. " Hereby we 
know, that we know- Chfrift indeed," not 
by our fpeculative opinions concerning him, 
but "by our keeping of his command- 
ments." 

3. Thirdly, if hereby we are to judge 
whether we truly know Chrift by our 
keeping of his commandments, fo that, he 
that faith he knoweth him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a liar; — then, this 
was not the plot and defign of the Gofpel, 
to give the world, upon what pretence fo- 
ever, an indulgence to fin. 

But we are too prone to make fuch mis- 
conftru&ions of the Gofpel ; as if God had 
intended nothing elfe by it, but to dandle 
our corrupt nature, and contrive a fmooth 
and eafy way for us to attain happinefs, 
without the toilfome labour of fubduing our 
appetites and finful affections; or, as if the 
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Gofpel were nothing elfe but a declaration 
to the world of God's engaging his affec- 
tions, from all eternity, on fome particular 
perfons, in fuch a manner that he would re- 
folve to love them, and dearly to embrace 
them, though he never made them par- 
takers of his image, in righteoufnefs and 
true holinefs ; and though they mould re- 
main under the power of all their appetites, 
yet they mould fllll continue his beloved 
ones, and he would, notwithftanding, bring 
them, at laft, undoubtedly into heaven. 
Which is nothing elfe but to make the 
God whom we worfhip, the God of the 
New Teftament, an acceptor of perfons — 
one who encourages that in the world which 
is diametrically oppofite to God's own life 
and being. 

And, indeed, nothing is more ordinary 
than to fhape out fuch monftrous and de- 
formed notions of God to ourfelves ; look- 
ing upon him through the coloured medium 
of our own corrupt hearts, and having the 
eye of our foul tinctured by the fuffufions 
of our own defires. And therefore, be- 
caufe we mortals can fondly love and hate, 
and fometimes hug the vices of thofe to 
whom our affections are engaged, and kifs 
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their very deformities, we are ready to fhape 
out a Deity like unto ourfelves, and to fa- 
fliion out fuch a god as will, in Chrift at 
leaft, hug the very wickednefs of the world ; 
and, in thofe that are once his own — by I 
know not what fond affe&ion, appropriated 
to himfelf— connive at their very fins, fo 
that they fhall not make the leaft breach 
between himfelf and them. Some there are 
who queftion whether of the two be the 
worfe jdolatry, and of the deeper ftain, for 
a man to make a god out of " a piece of 
wood, and fall down unto it and worfliip it, 
and fay, Deliver me, for thou art my god " 
— as it is exprefled in the prophet Ifaiah — 
or to fet up fuch an idol-god as this of our 
own imagination, fafhioned according to the 
fimilitude of our own fondnefs and wicked- 
nefs : and, when we mould paint God with 
the livelieft colours that we can poflibly 
borrow from any created being, with the 
pureft perfections that we can abftracl: from 
them, to draw him thus, with the black 
coal of our own corrupt hearts, and to make 
the very blots and blurs of our own fouls 
conftitute the letters by which we fpell out 
his name. Thus do we, that are children 
of the night, make black and ugly reprefen- 
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tations of God unto ourfelves, as the Ethio- 
pians were wont to do — copying him out 
according to our own likenefs, and fetting 
up unto ourfelves for a god that which we 
love moft dearly in ourfelves — that is, our 
appetites and paflions. But there is no fuch 
god as this anywhere in the world, but only 
in fome men's falfe imaginations, who know 
not, all this while, that they look upon 
themfelves indeed of God, and make an 
idol of themfelves, which, inftead of him, 
they worlhip and adore; being fo full of 
themfelves, that, whatfoever they fee round 
about them, even God himfelf, they colour 
with their own tindture ; like the perfon of 
whom Ariftotle fpeaks, that, wherefoever 
he went, and whatfoever he looked upon, 
ft ill faw his own face reprefented to him as 
in a glafs. And, therefore, it is no wonder 
if men feem naturally more devoutly affe&ed 
toward fuch an imaginary god as we have 
now defcribed, than toward the true real 
God, clothed with his own real attributes; 
fince it is nothing but an image of them- 
felves with which, Narciflus-like, they fall 
in love. And no wonder, if they kifs and 
dandle fuch a baby-god as this, which, like 
little children, they have drefled up out of 
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the clouts of their own fond fancies, ac- 
cording to their own likenefs, on purpofe 
that they might play and fport with it. 

But howfoever we paint and disfigure 
him here below, God will ever dwell in 
fpotlefs light; he will ftill be circled about 
with his own rays of unftained and imma- 
culate glory. And though the Gofpel be 
not God, as he is in his own brightnefs, 
but God veiled and mafked to us, God in 
a ftate of humiliation, and condefcent as the 
fun in a rainbow, yet it is nothing elfe but 
a clear and unfpotted mirror of divine holi- 
nefs, goodnefs, purity — in which attributes 
lie the very life and effence of God himfelf. 
The Gofpel is God defcending into the 
world in our form, and converting with us 
in our likenefs, that he might allure and 
draw us up to God, and make us partakers 
of his divine form. u God was therefore 
incarnated, and made man, that he might 
deify us " — that is, as St Peter exprefles it, 
make us " partakers of the divine nature." 
Now, I fay the very proper character, and 
eflential tin&ure, of God himfelf, is nothing 
elfe but goodnefs. Nay, I may be bold to 
add, that God is therefore God, becaufe he 
is the higheft and moft perfect good; and 



Who keep his Commandments. 29 

good is not therefore good, becaufe God, 
out of an arbitrary will of his, would have 
it fo. Whatfoever God doeth in the world, 
he doeth it as fuitable to the higheft good- 
nefs — the idea and faireft copy of which is, 
his own effence. 

Virtue and holinefs in creatures, as Plato 
well difcourfes in his " Euthyphro," are not 
therefore good becaufe God loves them, 
and will have them to be accounted fuch ; 
but rather, God therefore loves them, be- 

i caufe they are, in themfelves, fimply good. 

f Some of our own authors go a little fur- 

\ ther yet, and tell us that God does not 

fondly love himfelf, becaufe he is himfelf; 

1 but therefore he loves himfelf, becaufe he 

is the higheft and moft abfolute goodnefs. 
So that, if there could be anything in the 
world better than God, God would love 
that better than himfelf; but becaufe he is 
effentially the moft perfect good, therefore 
he cannot but love his own goodnefs in- 
finitely above all other things. And an- 
other miftake which fometimes we make 
refpecting God is, fliaping him out accord- 
ing to the model of ourfelves, when we 
make him nothing but a blind, dark, im- 
petuous felf-will, running through the world 
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— fuch as we ourfelves, who have not the 
ballaft of abfolute goodnefs to poife and 
fettle us, are furioufly actuated by. 

That I may, therefore, come nearer to 
the fubjecT: in hand: God, who is abfolute 
goodnefs, cannot love any of his creatures, 
and take pleafure in them, without beftow- 
ing upon them a communication of his 
goodnefs and likenefs. God cannot make 
a Gofpel, to promife men life and happinefs 
hereafter, without being regenerated, and 
made partakers of his holinefs. As foon 
may heaven and hell be reconciled, and 
lovingly ftiake hands with one another, as 
God can be fondly indulgent to any fin in 
whomfoever it be. As foon may light and 
darknefs be efpoufed together, and mid- 
night be married to noonday, as God can 
be joined in a league of friendfhip with any 
wicked foul. - 

The great defign of God in the Gofpel 
is, to clear up this mift of fin and corrup- 
tion with which we are here furrounded, 
and to bring up his creatures out of the 
fhadow of death to the region of light above, 
the land of truth and holinefs. The great 
myftery of the Gofpel is, to eftablifh in the 
hearts of men a god-like frame and difpofi- 
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tion of fpirit, which confifts in righteous- 
nefe and true holinefs. And Chrift, who 
is the great and mighty Saviour, came into 
the world on purpofe not only to fave us 
from fire and brimftone, But alfo to fave us 
from our fins. Chrift has, therefore, made 
an expiation of our fins, by his death upon 
the crofs, that we, being thus u delivered 
out of the hands of" thefe " our " greateft 
" enemies, might ferve God without fear, 
in holinefs and righteoufnefs before him, all 
the days of our life." This u grace of God, 
that bringeth falvation," has therefore " ap- 
peared unto all men " in the Gofpel, that it 
might " teach us to deny ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts, and that we fhould live foberly, 
righteoufly, and godly in this prefent world 
— looking for that blefled hope and glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift, who gave himfelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works." " Thefe things I write 
unto you," fays the apoftle, a little before 
my text, u that you fin not ; " thus exprefs- 
ing the end of the whole Gofpel, which is, 
not to cover fin, by fpreading the purple 
robe of Chrift's death and fufferings over it, 
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while it ftill remains in us, with all its filth 
and noifefomenefs unremoved, but to con- 
vey a powerful and mighty fpirit of holinefs, 
to cleanfe us and free us from it. And this 
is a greater grace of God to us than the 
former, which ftill go both together in the 
Gofpel — firft, the' free remiflion and pardon 
of fin in the blood of Chrift j then, the de- 
livering us from the power of fin, by the 
Spirit of Chrift dwelling in our hearts. 

Chrift came not into the world merely 
to caft a mantle over us, and hide all our 
filthy fores from God's avenging eye with 
his merits and righteoufnefs; but he came 
efpecially to be a chirurgeon and phyfician 
of fouls, to free us from the filth and cor- 
ruption of them — which is more grievous 
and burdenfome, more noifome, to a true 
Chriftian, than the guilt of fin itfelf. 

Should a Jjoor, wretched, and difeafed 
creature, full of fores and ulcers, be covered 
all over with purple, or clothed with fcarlet, 
he would take but little contentment in it 
whilft his fores and wounds remain upon 
him; and he had much rather be arrayed 
in rags, fo that he might obtain but found- 
nefs and health within. The Gofpel is a 
true Bethefda, a pool of grace, where fuch 
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poor, lame, and infirm creatures as we are, 
upon the moving of God's Spirit, may de- 
fcend down, not only to warn our fkin and 
outfide, but alfo to be cured of our difeafes 
within. And, whatever the world thinks, 
there is a powerful Spirit that moves upon 
thefe waters — the watery of the Gofpel — 
fpreading its gentle, healing, quickening 
wings over our fouls. The Gofpel is not 
like Abana and Pharpar, thofe common 
rivers of Damafcus, that could only cleanfe 
the outfide: it is a true Jordan, in which 
fuch leprous Naamans as we all are " may 
wafli and be clean." "Blefled, indeed, 
are they whofe iniquities are forgiven, and 
whofe fins are covered: blefled is the man 
to whom the Lord will not impute fin." 
But yet, rather blefled are they whofe fins 
are like a morning cloud, and quite taken 
away from them. Blefled, thrice u blefled 
are they that hunger and thirft after right- 
eoufnefs, for they {hall be fatisfied: blefled 
are the pure in heart, for they fliall fee 
God." 

Our Saviour Chrift came, as John the 
Baptift tells us, " with his fan in his hand, 
that he might thoroughly purge his floor, 
and gather his wheat into his garner: but 



34 They know Christ 

the chaff he will burn up with unquench- 
able fire," He came, as the prophet Ma- 
lachi fpeaks, " like a refiner's fire, and like 
fuller's foap ; to fit as a refiner and purifier 
of filver, and to purify all the fons of Levi, 
and purge them as gold and filver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteoufnefs." 

Chrift came, not only to write " Holi- 
nefs to the Lord " upon Aaron's forehead, 
and to put his Urim and Thummim upon 
his breaftplate, but " This is the covenant, 
faith the Lord, that I will make with them 
in thofe days : I will put my law in their in- 
ward parts, and write it in their hearts ; and 
I will be their God, and they fliall be my 
people." They fhall be all kings and 
priefts unto me. u God fent his own Son, 
in the likenefs of finful flefli, and, by a fa- 
crifice for fin, condemned fin in the flefli; 
that the righteoufnefs of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flefli, 
but after the Spirit." 

The firft Adam, as the Scripture tells us, 
brought in a real defilement, which, like a 
noifome leprofy, has overfpread all man- 
kind : and therefore the fecond Adam muft 
not only fill the world with a conceit of 
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holinefs, and mere imaginary righteoufhefs, 
but he muft really convey fuch an immortal 
feed of grace into the hearts of believers, as 
may prevail ftill more and more in them, 
till it have at laft quite wrought out that 
poifon of the ferpent. 

Chrift, who was, in fa£t, Divinity dwell- 
ing in a tabernacle of flefli, and God him- 
felf immediately actuating a human nature, 
came into the world to kindle here among 
men that divine life which is certainly dearer 
to God than anything elfe whatfoever in the 
world, and to propagate this celeftial fire 
continually, from one heart unto another, 
until the end of the world. Neither is he, 
nor was he, ever abfent from this fpark of 
his divinity kindled amongft men, wherefo- 
ever it be, though he feem bodily to be 
withdrawn from us. He is the ftanding, 
conftant, inexhaufted fountain of this divine 
light and heat, that ftill touches every foul 
that is enlivened by it with an outftretched 
ray, and freely lends his beams and dis- 
perfes his influence to all, from the begin- 
ing of the world to the end of it. " We 
all receive of his fulnefs, grace for grace ; " 
as all the ftars in heaven are faid to light 
their candles at the fun's flame. For though 
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his body be withdrawn from us, yet, by the 
lively and virtual contact of his Spirit, he 
is always kindling, cheering, quickening, 
warming, and enlivening hearts. Nay, this 
divine life, begun and kindled in any heart, 
wherefoever it be, is fomething of God in 
flefli, and, in a fober and qualified fenfe, 
Divinity incarnate; and all particular Chris- 
tians, that are really poffefled of it, are fo 
many myftical Chrifts. 

And God forbid that God's own life and 
nature, here in the world, fhould be forlorn, 
forfaken, and abandoned of God himfelf. 
Certainly, wherever it is, though never fo 
little, like a fweet, young, tender babe, once 
born in any heart, when it crieth unto God 
the father of it, with pitiful and bemoaning 
looks imploring his companion, it cannot 
choofe but move his fatherly bowels, and 
make them yearn and turn towards it, and, 
by ftrong fympathy, draw his companionate 
arm to help and relieve it. Never was any 
tender infant fo dear to its human parent 
as an infant new-born Chrift, formed in the 
heart of any true believer, to God the father 
of it. Shall the children of this world, the 
fons of darknefs, be moved with fuch ten- 
der affection and companion towards the 
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fruit of their bodies, their own natural off- 
fpring? and fliall God, the Father of lights, 
the Fountain of all goodnefs, be moved 
with no companion towards his true fpiri- 
tual offspring, and have no regard to thofe 
fweet babes of light, engendered by his own 
beams in men's hearts, who, in their lovely 
countenances, bear the refemblance of his 
own face, and call him their father? Shall 
he fee them lie fainting, and gafping, and 
dying here in the world, for want of no- 
thing to preferve and keep them but an in* 
fluence from him, who firft gave them life 
and breath? No: hear the language of 
God's heart — hear the founding of his 
bowels towards them : " Is it Ephraim, my 
dear fon? is it that pleafant child? Since I 
fpake of him, I do earneftly remember him ; 
my bowels, my bowels are troubled for him ; 
I will furely have mercy upon him, faith 
the Lord." If thofe expreffions of good- 
nefs and tender affe&ion here, among the 
creatures, be but drops of that full ocean 
which is in God, how then can we imagine 
that this father of our fpirits fhould have fo 
little regard to his own dear offspring — I do 
not fay to our fouls, but to that which is 
the very life and foul of our fouls, the life 
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of God in us — which is nothing elfe but 
God's own felf communicated to us, his 
own Son born in our hearts — as that he 
mould fuffer it to be cruelly murdered in 
its infancy by our fins, and, like young 
Hercules, in its very cradle to be ftrangled 
by thofe vipers? — that he mould fee him 
crucified by fleflily lufts, nailed faft to the 
crofs by invincible corruptions, pierced and 
gored on every fide with the poifonous 
(pears of the devil's temptations, and at laft 
giving up the ghoft, and yet that his tender 
heart mould not at all relent, nor be, all 
this while, impaflionated with fo fad a fpec- 
tacle? Surely we cannot think he hath 
fuch an adamantine breaft, fuch a flinty na- 
ture as this is. 

What then? Muft we fay, that, though 
indeed he be willing, yet he is not able, to 
refcue his crucified and tormented Son, now 
bleeding upon the crofs, to take him down 
from thence, and fave him? Then muft 
fin be more powerful than God ; that weak, 
crazy, and fickly thing more ftrong than 
the Kock of ages; and the devil, the prince 
of darknefs, more mighty than the God of 
light. No, furely ; there is a weaknefs and 
impotencyin all evil, but a mafculine ftrength 
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and vigour in all goodnefs; and therefore, 
doubtlefs, the higheft good is the ftrongeft 
thing in the world. God's power difplayed 
in the world is nothing but his goodnefs 
ftrongly reaching all things, from height to 
depth, from the higheft heaven to the loweft 
hell, and irrefiftibly imparting itfelf to every- 
thing, according to thofe feveral degrees in 
which it is capable of receiving the heavenly 
vifitant. 

Have the fiends of darknefs, then — thofe 
poor forlorn fpirits which are fettered and 
chained up in the chains of their own wick- 
ednefs — any ftrength to withftand the force 
of infinite goodnefs, which is infinite power? 
Or, do they not rather fkulk in holes of 
darknefs, and fly, like bats and owls, before 
the approaching beams of this Sun of Right- 
eoufnefs? Is God powerful to kill and to 
deftroy, to damn and to torment? And is 
he not powerful to fave? Nay, it is the 
fweeteft flower in all the garland of his at- 
tributes, it is the richeft diadem in his crown 
of glory, that he is mighty to fave: and this 
is far more noble and magnificent than to 
be ftyled mighty to deftroy. For that, ex- 
cept it be in a way of juftice, fpeaks no 
power but mere impotency; for the root of 
all power is goodnefs. 
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Or muft we (ay, laftly, that God indeed, 
when we figh and groan towards him, is 
able to refcue us out of the power of fin 
and Satan, but that, fometimes, to exercife 
his abfolute authority, his uncontrollable 
dominion, he delights rather in plunging 
wretched fouls down into infernal night and 
everlafting darknefs ? What {hall we, then, 
make the God of the whole world? No- 
thing but a cruel and dreadful Erinnys^ with 
curled fiery fnakes about his head, aad fire- 
brands in his hands, thus governing the 
world? Surely this will make us either 
fecretly to think, that, if he muft needs be 
fuch, there is no God at all in the world, 
or elfe to wifh heartily that there were none. 
But, doubtlefs, God will at laft confute all 
thefe our mifapprehenfions ; he will unmafk 
our hypocritical pretences, and clearly caft 
the fhame of all our finful deficiencies upon 
ourfelves; and will vindicate his own glory 
from receiving by them the leaft ftain or 
blemifh. In the meantime, let us know 
that the Gofpel now requires far more of us 
than the law ever did ; for it requires a new 
creature, a divine nature, Chrift formed 
within us; but then it beftows a quicken- 
ing fpirit, an enlivening power, to enable 
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us to perform that which is required of us. 
Whofoever, therefore, truly knows Chrift, 
the fame alfo keepeth Chrift's command- 
ments. But " he that faith, I know him, 
and keepeth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him." 

1 have now done with the firft part of 
my difcourfe, concerning thofe obfervations 
which arife naturally from the words, and 
offer themfelves to our acceptance. I fhall, 
in the next place, proceed to make fome 
general application of them all together. 

Now, therefore, I befeech you, let us 
confider whether we know Chrift indeed ; 
not by our acquaintance with fyftems and 
models of divinity, not by our (kill in books 
and papers, but by our keeping Chrift's 
commandments. AH the books and writ- 
ings with which we converfe can but repre- 
fent fpiritual obje&s to our understandings ; 
which yet we can never fee in their own 
true figure, colour, and proportion, until we 
have a divine light within to irradiate and 
fhine upon them. Though there be never 
fuch excellent truths fet down in words and 
letters concerning Chrift and his Gofpel, 
yet they will be but unknown chara&ers to 
us, until we have a willing fpirit within us 
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that can decipher them — until, by fecret 
whifpers in our hearts, the fame (pint which 
at firft indited them, become a commentary 
upon them. There are many that under- 
ftand the Greek and Hebrew of the Scrip- 
ture, the original languages in which the 
text was written, who never underftood the 
language of the Spirit. 

There is a flefh and a fpirit, a body and 
a foul, in all the writings of Scripture. It 
is but the flefh and body of divine truths 
that is printed upon paper; which alone 
many moths of books and libraries feed upon; 
many walking fkeletons of knowledge, who 
bury and entomb truths in the living fepul- 
chres of their fouls, and converfe only with 
thefe ; men who never did anything elfe but 
pick at the mere bark and rind of truths, 
and crack the (hells of them. But there is 
a foul and fpirit of divine truth, which could 
never yet be congealed into ink; which 
could never be blotted upon paper; which, 
by a fecret traduction and conveyance, 
pafles from one foul unto another, being 
able to dwell or lodge nowhere but in a 
fpiritual being, in a living thing, becaufe 
itfelf is nothing but life and fpirit. Neither 
can it, where indeed it is, exprefs itfelf fuf- 
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ficiently in words and founds ; it will beft 
declare and fpeak itfelf in actions; as the 
old manner of writing among the Egyptians 
was, not by words, but things. The life 
of divine truths is better exprefled in actions 
than in words, becaufe actions are more 
living things than words. Words are no- 
thing but dead refemblances and pictures of 
thofe truths which live and breathe in actions; 
and " the kingdom of God," as the apoftle 
fpeaks, " confifteth not in word," but in 
life and power. " Sheep do not come and 
bring their fodder to their fhepherd, and 
(how him how much they eat; but, in- 
wardly concocting and digefting it, they 
make it appear by the fleece which they 
wear upon their backs, and by the milk 
which they give." And let not us Chris- 
tians affect only to talk and difpute of Chrift, 
and fo meafure our knowledge of him by our 
words; but let us fhow our knowledge con- 
cocted into our lives and actions ; and then 
let us really manifeft that we are Chrift's 
fhee"p indeed, that we are his difciples, by 
that fleece of holinefs which we wear, and 
by the fruits which we daily yield in our 
lives and converfations ; for " herein," faith 
Chrift, "is my Father glorified, that ye 
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bear much fruit; fo fhall ye be my difci- 
ples." 

Let us not, I befeech you, judge of our 
knowing Chrift, by our ungrounded per- 
fuafions, that Chrift, from all eternity, hath 
loved us, and given himfelf particularly for 
us, without the conformity of our lives to 
Chrift's commandments, without a real par- 
ticipation of the image of Chrift in our 
hearts. The great myftery of the Gofpel 
does not lie in Chrift without us only (though 
we muft know, alfo, what he has done for 
us); but the very pith and kernel of it con- 
fifts in Chrift inwardly formed in our hearts. 

Nothing is truly ours, but what lives in 
our fpirits. Salvation itfelf cannot fave us, 
as long as it is only without us, any more 
than health can cure us and make us found, 
when it is not within us, but fomewhere at 
a diftance from us; any more than arts and 
fciences, whilft they lie only in books and 
papers without us, can make us learned. 
The Gofpel, though it be a fovereign and 
medicinal thing itielf, yet the mere know- 
ing and believing of its hiftory will do us 
no good; we can receive no virtue from it 
till it be inwardly digefted and conco&ed 
into our fouls — till it be made ours, and 
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become a living thing in our hearts. The 
Gofpel, if it be only without us, cannot 
fave us, any more than that phyfician's bill 
could cure the ignorant patient of his di- 
feafe, who, when it was commended to him, 
took the paper only, and put it up in his 
pocket, but never drank the potion that was 
defcribed in it. 

All that Chrift did for us in the flefli, 
when he was here upon earth, from his 
lying in a manger, when he was born in 
Bethlehem, to his bleeding upon the crofs on 
Golgotha, will not fave us from our fins, 
unlefs Chrift by his Spirit dwell in us. It 
will not avail us to believe that he was born 
of a virgin, unlefs the power of the Moft 
High overfhadow our hearts, and beget him 
there likewife. It will not profit us to be- 
lieve that he died upon the crofs for us, 
unlefs, by the mortification of all our evil 
affe&ions, we be baptifed into his death — 
unlefs the old man of fin be crucified in our 
hearts. Chrift, indeed, has made an ex- 
piation for our fins upon his crofs, and the 
blood of Chrift is the only fovereign bal- 
fam to free us from their guilt. But yet, 
befides the fprinkling of the blood of Chrift 
upon us, we muft be made partakers alio 
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of his fpirit. Chrift came into the world, 
as well to redeem us from the power and 
bondage, as to free us from the guilt, of our 
fins. " Ye know," fays St John, " that he 
was manifefted to take away our fins : who- 
foever, therefore, abideth in him, finneth not; 
whofoever finneth, hath not feen him, nei- 
ther known him." Lo, the end of Chrift's 
coming into the world ! Lo, a defign wor- 
thy of God manifefted in the flefli ! 

Chrift did not take all thofe pains to lay 
afide his robes of glory, and come down 
hither into the world, to enter into a vir- 
gin's womb, to be born in our human fliape, 
to be laid a poor crying infant in a manger, 
and having no form or comelinefs, to take 
upon him the form of a fervant, to undergo 
a reproachful and ignominious life, and at 
laft to be abandoned to a fhameful death, 
a death upon -the crofs, — he did not do all 
this, I fay, merely to bring a notion into the 
world, without producing any real, fubftan- 
tial effecT: ; without changing, mending, and 
reforming the world; fo that men ihould 
ftill be as wicked and as much under the 
power of the prince of darknefs as they 
were before, only they fliould not be thought 
fo; fo that they fliould ftill remain as full 
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of all the filthy fores of fin and corruption 
as before, only they fhould be accounted 
whole. Shall God come down from hea- 
ven, and pitch a tabernacle amongft men? 
(hall he undertake fuch a vaft dengn, and 
make fo great a difplay of doing fomething? 
which, when it is all fummed up, mall not 
at laft amount to a reality? Surely Chrift 
did not undergo all this to fo little purpofe; 
he would not take all this pains for us, that 
he might be able at laft to put into our 
hands nothing but a blank. He "was 
with child," he "was in pain and travail;" 
and hath " he brought forth nothing but 
wind? hath he been delivered of the eaft 
wind?" Has that great defign, which was 
fo long carried in the womb of eternity, 
now proved abortive, or elfe nothing but a 
mere windy birth ? No, furely : the end of 
the Gofpel is life and perfe&ion; it is a 
divine nature ; it is a godlike frame and dis- 
po fit ion of fpirit; it is to make us partakers 
of the image of God, in righteoufnefs and 
true holinefs, without which, falvation itfelf 
were but a notion. 

Chrift came into the world to make an 
expiation for our fins ; but the end of this 
was, that we might efchew fin, that we 
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might forfake all ungodlinefs and worldly 
luffs. The Gofpel declares pardon of fin 
to thofe that are heavy laden with it, and 
willing to be difburdened ; to this end, that 
it might quicken and enliven us to new 
obedience. Whereas otherwife the guilt 
of fin might have detained us in horror and 
defpair, and fo have kept us ft ill more 
ftrongly under its power, in fad and difmal 
apprehenfions of God's wrath provoked 
againft us, and inevitably falling on us : but 
Chrift has now appeared like a day-ftar, 
with moft cheerful beams; nay, he is the 
Sun of Righteoufnefs himfelf, who has rifen 
upon the world, with his healing wings, 
with his exhilarating light, that he might 
chafe away from us all thofe black defpair- 
ing thougnts. But Chrift did not rife that 
we mould play, and fport, and wantonife 
with his light; but that we mould do "the 
work of the day" in it; that we mould 
walk, not in our night-clothes of finful de- 
formity, but clad all over with the comely 
garments of light. The Gofpel is not great 
with child of a fancy, of a mere conceit of 
righteoufnefs without us, hanging at a dis- 
tance over us, whilft our hearts within are 
nothing but cages of unclean birds, and like 
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houfes continually haunted with devils, nay, 
the very rendezvous of thofe fiends of dark- 
nefs. 

Holinefs is the beft thing that God him- 
felf can beftow upon us, either in this world 
or the world to come. True evangelical 
holinefs — that is, Chrift formed in the hearts 
of believers — is the very cream and quin- 
tessence of the Gofpel. And, were our 
hearts found within, were there not many 
thickanddark fumes which arife from thence, 
and cloud our underftandings, we could not 
eafily conceive the fubftance of heaven itfelf 
to be anything elfe but holinefs, freed from 
thofe encumbrances which ever clogged and 
accloyed it here; neither mould we wifli for 
any other heaven befides this. But many 
of us are like thofe children whofe ftomachs 
are fo vitiated by fome difeafe, that they 
think afhes, coal, mud-wall, or any fuch 
trafli, more pleafant than the moft whole--, 
fome food. Such fickly and diftemperecT 
appetites have we about thefe fpiritual things, 
hankering after I know not what vain mows 
of happinefs, whilft, in the meantime, we 
negleft that which is the only true food of 
our fouls, which is able to nourifh them 
unto everlafting life. 
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Grace is holinefs militant — holinefs en- 
cumbered with many enemies and difficul- 
ties, which it ever fights againft, and man- 
fully acquits itfelf. And glory is nothing 
elfe but holinefs triumphant — holinefs with a 
palm of vi&ory in her hand, and a crown 
upon her head. " God himfelf cannot make 
me happy if he be only without me, and 
unlefs he vouchfafe a participation of him- 
felf and his own likenefs into my foul." 
Happinefs is nothing but the releasing and 
unfettering of our ibuls from all narrow, 
fcant, and particular good things, and the 
efpoufing of them to the highett and moft 
univerfal good, which is not this or that 
particular good, but goodnefs itfelf: and this 
is the fame thing which we call holinefs. 
With which, becaufe we ourfelves are fo 
little acquainted, for the moft part ever 
courting its mere fliadow, therefore we have 
fuch low, abjeft, and beggarly conceits of 
it; whereas, it is in itfelf the moft noble, 
heroical, and generous thing in the world. 
For I mean by holinefs nothing elfe but 
God ftamped and printed on the foul. And 
we may pleafe ourfelves with what conceits 
we will; but, fo long as we are void of 
this, we do but dream of heaven, and I 
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know not what fond paradife; we do but 
blow up and down an airy bubble of our 
own fancies, which rifes out of the froth 
of our vain hearts; we do but court a 
painted heaven, and woo happinefs in a 
pi&ure ; whilft, in the meantime, a true and 
real hell will abforb our fouls into it, and 
will foon make us fenfible of folid wo and 
fubftantial mifery. 

Divine wifdom has fo ordered the frame 
of the whole univerfe, that everything fliould 
have a certain proper place, a fit receptacle 
for it. Hell is the fink of all fin and wick- 
ednefs. The ftrong magic of nature pulls 
and draws everything continually to that 
place which is fuitable to it, and to which it 
belongs. So all heavy bodies prefs down- 
wards towards the centre of our earth, 
drawn in by its attraction. In like manner, 
hell, wherefoever it is, will by ftrong fym- 
pathy pull in all fin, and magnetically draw 
it to itfelf. While true holinefs is always 
breathing upwards, and fluttering towards 
heaven, ftriving to embofom itfelf with 
God : and it will at laft undoubtedly be con- 
joined with him; no difmal {hades of dark- 
nefs can poflibly flop it in its courfe, or bear 
it back. Nay, we do but deceive our- 
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felves with names. Hell is nothing but the 
orb of fin and wickednefs, that hemifphere 
of darknefs in which all evil moves; and 
heaven is the oppofite hemifphere of light, 
the bright orb of truth, holinefs, and good- 
nefs. And in this life we actually inflate 
ourfelves in the pofleffion of one or other 
of them. Take fin and difobedience out 
of hell, and it will prefently clear up into 
light, tranquillity, ferenity, and fliine out 
into a heaven. Every true faint carries his 
heaven about with him in his own heart; 
and hell, that is without, can have no power 
over him. He might fafely wade through 
hell itfelf, and, like the three children, pafs 
through the midft of that fiery furnace, and 
yet not at all be fcorched with its flames. 
He might walk through the valley of the 
fhadow of death, and yet fear no evil. 

Sin is the onlv thing in the world that is 
contrary to God. God is light, and that is 
darknefs: God is beauty, and that is ugli- 
nefs and deformity. All fin is direct re- 
bellion againft God; and with what no- 
tions foever we fugar it and fweeten it, yet 
God can never fmile upon it, he will never 
make a truce with it. God declares open 
war againft fin, and bids defiance to it; for 
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it is a profefTed enemy to God's own life 
and being. God, who is infinite goodnefs, 
cannot but hate fin, which is purely evil. 
Sin is, in itfelf, but a poor, impotent, and 
crazy thing, nothing but ftraitnefs, poverty, 
and nonentity; fo that, of itfelf, it is the moft 
wretched and miferable thing in the world, 
and needs no further punifhment befides 
itfelf. Divine vengeance beats it off ftill 
further and further from God, and, where- 
foever it is, will be fure to fcourge it and 
lafli it continually. God and fin can never 
agree together. 

That I may, therefore, yet come nearer 
to ourfelves. This is the meflage which I 
have now to declare unto you — That "God 
is light, and in him is no darknefs at all: if 
we fay that we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darknefs, we lie, and do not the 
truth." Chrift and the Gofpel are light, 
and in them there is no darknefs at all. If 
you fay that you know Chrift and his Gos- 
pel, and yet keep not Chrift's command- 
ments, but dearly hug your private darling 
corruptions, you are liars, and the truth is 
not in you ; vou have no acquaintance with 
the God of light, nor the Gofpel of light. 
If any of you fay that you know Chrift, 
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and have an intereft in him, and yet, as I 
fear too many do, ftill nourifh ambition, 
pride, vainglory, within your breafts; har- 
bour malice, revengefulnefs, and cruel hatred 
to your neighbours, in your hearts; eagerly 
fcramble after fordid pelf, and make the 
ftrength of your parts and endeavours ferve 
that blind mammon, the god of this world; 
if you wallow and tumble in the filthy pud- 
dle of flefhlv pleafures ; or if, in vour lives, 
you aim only at felfifh ends, and make in- 
tereft the compafs by which you fail, and 
the ftar by which you fteer your courfe, 
looking at nothing higher or more noble 
than yourfelves ; — if thefe things be fo, then 
deceive not yourfelves; you have neither 
feen Chrift, nor know him; you are deeply 
incorporated, if I may fo fpeak, with the 
fpirit of this world; and have no true fym- 
pathy with God and Chrift, no fellowship 
at all with the Father and the Son. 

And I befeech you, let us confider: Are 
there not many of us, who pretend much 
to Chrift, that are plainly, in our lives, as 
proud, ambitious, vainglorious, as any others ? 
Are there not many of us as much under 
the power of unruly paffions, as cruel, re- 
vengeful, malicious, cenforious as others? 
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Many that have our minds as deeply en- 
gaged in the world, and as much envaflalled 
to riches, gain, profit, thofe great admired 
deities of the fons of men, and their fouls 
as much overwhelmed and funk, with the 
cares of this life? Do not many of us as 
much give ourfelves to the pleafures of the 
flefh, and, though not without regrets of 
confcience, yet, every now and then, fe- 
cretly foak ourfelves in them? Are there 
not many of us who have as deep a {hare, 
likewife, in injuftice and oppreffion, in vex- 
ing the fatherlefs and the widows ? I wifh 
it may not prove fome of our cafes, at that 
laft day, to ufe fuch pleas as thefe unto 
Chrift in our behalf; — u Lord, I have pro- 
phefied in thy name; I have preached many 
a zealous fermon for thee; I have kept 
many a long faft ; I have been very active 
for thy caufe in church, in ftate; nay, I 
never made any queftion but that my name 
was written in thy book of life : " when yet, 
alas ! we fhall receive no other return from 
Chrift but this — " I know you not; depart 
from me, ye workers of iniquity." I am 
fure there are too many of us who have 
long pretended to Chrift, and yet make little 
or no progrefs in true Chriftianity — that is, 
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in holinefs of life ; men who ever hang ho- 
vering in a twilight of grace; who never 
ferioufly .put ourfelves forward into clear 
daylight, but efteem that glimmering ere- 
pufculum which we are in, and like that 
faint twilight better than broad, open, me- 
ridian fplendour; whereas " the path of the 
juft is as the mining light, that fhineth more 
and more unto the perfect day." I am fure 
there are many of us who are perpetual 
dwarfs in our fpiritual ftature, like thofe 
filly women, laden with fins, and led away 
by ftrange defires, who are " ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth;" who are not now one jot 
taller in Chriftianity than we were many 
years ago, but have ftill as fickly, crazy y 
and unfound a temper of foul as we had 
long before. 

Indeed, we feem to do fomething; we 
are always moving and lifting at the ftone 
of corruption which lies upon our hearts, 
but yet we never ftir it, or at leaft never 
roll it off from us. We are fometimes a 
little troubled with the guilt of our fins, and 
then we think we muft thruft our defires 
out of our hearts; but afterwards we fprinkle 
ourfelves over with I know not what holy 
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water, and fo are contented to let thofe de- 
fires ftill abide quietly within us. We every 
day truly confels the fame fins, *and pray 
againft them ; and yet we ftill commit them 
as much as ever, and lie as deeply under 
the power of them. We have the fame 
water to pump out, in every prayer; and 
ftill we let the fame leak in again upon us. 
We make a great deal of noiie, and raife a 
great deal of duft with our feet; but we do 
not move from off" the ground on which we 
ftood; we do not at all go forward. Or, 
if we do fometimes make a little progrefs, 
we quickly lofe again the ground which we 
had gained; like thofe upper planets in the 
heaven which, as the aftronomers tell us, 
fometimes move forward, fometimes quite 
backward, and fometimes perfectly ftand 
ftill — have their ftations and retrograda- 
tions, as well as their direft motions. As 
if religion were nothing elfe but a danc- 
ing up and down upon the fame piece of 
ground, and making feveral motions and 
frifkings on it, and not a fober journeying 
and travelling onwards toward fome certain 
place. We do and undo ; we weave fome- 
times a web of holinefs, but then we let our 
paffions come and undo and unravel all 
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again. Like Sifyphus in the fable, we roll 
up a mighty ftone, with much ado, fweat- 
ing and tugging up the hill, and then we let 
it go, and tumble down again unto the bot- 
tom; and this is our conitant work. Like 
thofe Danaides, whom the poets fpeak of, 
we are always, by our prayers, duties, and 
performances, filling water into a fieve, 
which ftill runs out as faft as we pour it in. 
What is it that thus cheats us, and gulls 
us of our religion ? that makes us thus con- 
ftantly tread the fame ring and circle of 
duties, where we make not any progrefs 
forward, and how far foever we go, we are 
ftill never the nearer to our journey's end ? 
What is it which thus ftarves our religion, 
and makes it look like thofe kine in Pharaoh's 
dream, ill-favoured and lean-fleflied, no 
colour in its /ace, no blood in its veins, no 
life nor heat in any of its members ? What 
is it that thus bedwarfs us in our Chris- 
tianity? By what low, fordid, unworthy 
principles do we aft, which thus hinder our 
growth, and make us ftand at a ftay, and 
keep us always at the very porch and en- 
trance, where we firft began ? Is it a fleepy, 
fluggifh conceit, that it is enough for us if 
we be but once in a ftate of grace — if we 
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have but once ftepped over the threlhold — 
that we need not take fo great pains to tra- 
vel any farther ? Or is it another damping, 
choking, ftifling opinion that Chrift has 
done all for us already without us, and no- 
thing more needs to be done within us? 
No matter how wicked we are in ourfelves, 
for we have holinefs without us ; no matter 
how fickly and difeafed our fouls are within,' 
for they have health without them. Why 
may we not as well be fatisfied and con- 
tented to have happinefs, too, without us to 
all eternity, and lo ourfelves for ever con- 
tinue miferable? "Little children, let no 
man deceive you ; he that doeth righteous- 
nefs is righteous, even as He is righteous; 
but he that committeth fin is of the devil." 
I fhall therefore exhort you, in the whole- 
fome words of St Peter: "Give all diligence, 
to add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
knowledge ; and to knowledge temperance ; 
and to temperance patience; and to pa- 
tience godlinefs ; and to godlinefs brotherly- 
kindnels ; and to brotherly-kindnefs charity. 
For, if thefe things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye mail neither be bar- 
ren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift." The apoftle ftill goes 
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on, and I cannot leave him yet. " " But he 
that lacketh thefe things is blind, and can- 
not fee far off, and hath forgotten that he 
was once purged from his old fins. Where- 
fore, the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election Aire; for if 
ye do thefe things, ye fhall never fall." 
Let us not only talk and difpute of Chrift, 
but let us indeed u put on the Lord Jefus 
Chrift." Having thofe " great and pre- 
cious promifes" which he hath given us, 
let us ftrive to be made " partakers of the 
divine nature, efcaping the corruption that 
is in the world through luft;" and being 
begotten again to a lively hope of enjoying 
Chrift hereafter, " let us purify ourfelves, 
even as he is pure." 

Let us really declare that we know Chrift, 
that we are his difciples, by our keeping 
his commandments, and, among the reft, 
that commandment efpecially which our 
Saviour Chrift himfelf commends to his dis- 
ciples in a peculiar manner — u This is my 
commandment, that ye love one another, 
as I have loved you ;" and again — u Thefe 
things I command you, that ye love one 
another." Let us follow peace with all 
men, and holinefs, without which no man 
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(hall fee the Lord. Let us put on, as the 
elect of God holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercy, kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, meek- 
nefs, long-fuffering, forbearing one another, 

' and forgiving one another, if any man have 

a quarrel againft any, even as Chrift forgave 
us: and above all thefe things let us put 
on charity, which is the bond of perfecl:- 
nefs. Let us in meeknefs inftrucT: thofe 
that oppofe themfelves, if God, peradven- 
ture, will give them repentance, to the ac- 
knowledging of the truth, that they may 
recover themfelves out of the fnares of the 
devil who are taken captive by him at his 
will. Beloved, let us love one another; 
for love is of God, and whofoever loveth 
i$ born of God, and knoweth God." 

O divine love! — the fweet harmony of 
fouls — the mufic of angels — the joy of God's 
own heart — the very darling of his bofom — 
the fource of true happinefs — the pure quint- 
eflence of heaven — that which reconciles 
the jarring principles of the world, and 

I makes them all chime together — that which 

melts men's hearts into one another! See 
how St Paul defcribes it, and you cannot 
choofe but have your affections enamoured 
towards it: Love envieth not, is not puffed 
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up, doth not behave itfelf unfeemly, feeketh 
not her own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh 
no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things." I may add, 
in a word, it is the beft-natured thing, the 
beft-complexioned thing, in the world. Let 
us exprefs this fweet harmonious affe&ion, 
in thefe jarring times ; that fo, if it be pos- 
fible, we may tune the world into better 
mufic. Efpecially in matters of religion 
let us ftrive, with all meeknefs, to inftruft 
and convince one another. Let us endea- 
vour to promote the Gofpel of peace, the 
dove-like Gofpel, with a dove-like fpirit. 
This was the way by which the Gofpel at 
firft was propagated in the world. Chrift 
" did not cry, nor lift up his voice in the 
ftreets ; a bruifed reed he did not break, and 
the fmoking flax he did not quench;" and 
yet u he brought forth judgment unto vic- 
tory." He whifpered the Gofpel to us 
from Mount Zion in a ftill voice; and yet 
the found thereof went out quickly through- 
out all the earth. The Gofpel at firft came 
down upon the world gently and foftly, like 
the dew upon Gideon's fleece; and yet it 
quickly penetrated quite through it: and 
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doubtlefs this is ftill the moft effed-tual way 
to promote it further. Sweetnefs and in- 
genuoufnefs will more command men's 
minds than paflion, fournefs, and fe verity; 
as the foft pillow fooner breaks the flint 
than the hardeft marble. Let us follow 
truth in love; and of the two, indeed, be 
contented rather to mifs conveying a fpecu- 
lative truth, than to part with love- When, 
by the ftrength of truth, we would con- 
vince men of any error, let us withal pour 
the fweet balm of love upon their heads. 
Truth and love are the two moft powerful 
things in the world; and when they both 
go together, they cannot eafily be withftood. 
The golden beams of truths and the filken 
cords of love, twifted together, will draw 
men forward with a fweet violence whether 
they will or not. 

Let us take heed left we fometimes call 
that zeal for God and his Gofpel, which is 
nothing elfe but our own tempeftuous and 
ftormy paffion. True zeal is a fweet, hea- 
venly, and gentle flame, which makes us 
a&ive for God, but always within the fphere 
of love. It never caHs for fire from heaven 
to confume thofe who differ a little from us 
in their apprehenfions. It is like that kind 
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of lightning which the philofophers fpeak of, 
that melts the fword within, but finges not 
the fcabbard ; it ftrives to fave the foul, but 
hurts not the body. True zeal is a loving 
thing, and makes 4 us always active to edifi- 
cation, and not to deflrucxion. If we keep 
the fire of zeal within the chimney, in its 
own proper place, it never does any hurt; 
it only warms, quickens, and enlivens : but, 
if once we let it break out, and catch hold 
of the thatch of our flefh, and kindle our 
corrupt nature, and fet the houfe of our 
body on fire, it is no longer zeal, it is no 
heavenly fire, it is a moft deftru&ive and 
devouring thing. True zeal is a foft and 
gentle flame, which will not fcorch one's 
hand ; it is no predatory or voracious thing : 
but carnal and flefhly zeal is like the fpirit 
of gunpowder fet on fire, which tears and 
blows up all that ftands before it. True 
zeal is like the vital heat in us that we live 
upon, which we never feel to be angry or 
troublefome; but, though it gently feed 
upon the radical oil within us, that fweet 
balfam of our natural moifture, yet it lives 
lovingly with it, and maintains that by which 
it is fed: but that other furious and dis- 
tempered zeal is nothing elfe but a fever in 
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the foul. To conclude, we may learn what 
kind of zeal it is that we {hould make ufe 
of in promoting the Gofpel, by an emblem 
of God's own, given us in the Scripture — 
thofe fiery tongues which, on the day of 
Pentecoft, fat upon the apoftles, which fure 
were harmlefs flames; for we cannot read 
that they did any hurt, or that they did fo 
much as finge a hair of their heads. 

I will therefore fliut up this advice with 
that of the apoftle — u Let us keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 
Let this foft and filken knot of love tie our 
hearts together; though our heads and ap- 
prehenfions cannot meet, as indeed they 
never will, but always ftand at fome dis- 
tance from one another. Our zeal, if it 
be heavenly, if it be true veftal fire kindled 
from above, will not delight to tarry here 
below, burning up ftraw, and ftubble, and 
fuch combuftible things, and fending up no- 
thing but grofs and earthy fumes to heaven ; 
but it will rife up, and return back pure as 
it came down, and will ever be ftriving to 
carry up men's hearts to God along with 
it. It will be occupied about the promot- 
ing of thofe things only which are unques- 
tionably good ; and when it moves in the 
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irafcible way, it will quarrel with nothing 
but fin. Here let our zeal bufy and exer- 
cife itfelf, every one of us beginning firft at 
our own hearts. Let us be more zealous 
than ever we have yet been in fighting 
againft tour inordinate defires, in pulling 
down thefe ftrongholds of fin and Satan in 
our hearts. Here let us exercife all our 
courage and refolution, all our manhood and 
magnanimity. 

Let us truft in the almighty arm of our 
God, and doubt not but he will as well de- 
liver us from the power of fin in our hearts 
as preferve us from the wrath to come. 
Let us go out againft thefe uncircumcifed 
Philiftines — I mean our appetites and pas- 
fions — not with ftiield or fpear, not in any 
confidence of our own ftrength, but in the 
name of the Lord of Hofts, and we fliall 
prevail, we fhall overcome; " for greater 
is he that is in us, than he that is in them. 
The eternal God is our refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlafting arms; he (hall 
thruft out all enemies from before us; and 
he mall fay, Deftroy them." We fhall 
enter the true Canaan, the good land of 
promife, " that floweth with milk and 
honey," the land of truth and holinefs. 
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" Wherefore, take unto you the whole ar- 
mour of God, that you may be able to with- 
ftaiid. Let your loins be girt about with 
truth, have on the breaft plate of righteous- 
nefs, and let your feet be (hod with the 
preparation of the Gofpel of peace. Above 
all, take the fhield of faith, whereby ye 
(hall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked ; and take the helmet of falva- 
tion, and the fword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God." And lairly, be fure of 
this, that ye u be ftrong in the Lord only, 
and in the power of his might." 

There are fome who difhearten us in this 
fpiritual warfare, and would make us let our 
weapons fall out of our hands, by working 
in us a defpair of vi&ory. There are fome 
evil (pies, who weaken the hands and hearts 
of the children of Ifrael, and bring an ill 
report upon that land which we are to con- 
quer, telling of nothing but ftrange giants, 
the fons of Anak, there, whom we fhall 
never be able to overcome. u The Ama- 
lekites dwell in the fouth: the Hittites, 
Jebufites, Amorites, in the mountains; and 
the Canaanites by the fea-coaft;" — huge 
armies of tall invincible defires. , " W e 
fliall never be able to go againft this people :" 
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we (hall never be able to prevail againft our 
corruptions. Hearken not unto them, I 
befeech you, but hear what Caleb and 
Jofhua fay : u Let us go up at once, and 
poflefs it, for we are able to overcome 
them," not by our own ftrength, but by 
the power of the Lord of Holts. There 
are, indeed, fons of Anak there ; there are 
mighty giant-like hofls, with whom we are 
to grapple ; nay, there are principalities and 
powers, too, that we are to oppofe: but the 
great Michael, the captain of the Lord's 
hoft, is with us ; he commands in chief for 
us, and we need not be difmayed. "Under- 
ftand, therefore, this day, that the Lord thy 
God is he which goeth before thee as a 
confuming fire ; he fhall deftroy thefe ene- 
mies, and bring them down before thy face." 
If thou wilt be faithful to him, and put thy 
truft in him, as the fire confumeth the 
ftubble, and as the flame burneth up the 
chaff, (o will he deftroy thy inordinate de- 
fires; their root fhall be rottennefs, and 
their bloflbm fhall go up as the duft. 

But let us take heed that we be not dis- 
couraged, and, before we begin to fight, 
defpair of victory ; for, to believe and hope 
well in the power of our God and in his 
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ftrength, will be half a conqueft. Let us 
not think holinefs in the hearts of men here, 
in the world, is a forlorn, forfaken, and 
outcaft thing from God, and that he hath 
no regard for holinefs. Wherever it is, 
though never fo fmall, if it be but hearty 
and iincere, it can no more be cut off and 
difcontinued from God, than a funbeam 
here upon earth can be broken off from its 
intercourfe with,the fun, and be left alone 
amidft the mire and dirt of this world. The 
fun may as well difcard its own rays, and 
banifli them from itfelf into fome region of 
darknefs far remote from it, where they 
fliall have no dependence upon it, as God 
can forfake and abandon 'holinefs in the 
world, and leave it a poor orphan thing that 
(hall have no influence from Him to pre- 
ferve and keep it, Holinefs, wherever it 
be, is fomething of God; it is an efflux 
from him, that always hangs upon him, and 
lives in him; as the funbeams, although 
they gild this lower world, and fpread their 
golden wings over us, yet they are not fo 
much here, where they (hine, as in the 
fun, from whence they flow. God cannot 
draw a curtain between himfelf and holinefs, 
which is nothing but the fplendour and 
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fhining of himfelf ; he cannot hide his face 
from it; he cannot defert it in the world. 
He that is born of God, fhall overcome 
the world, and the prince of this world too, 
by the power of God in him. Holinefs is 
no folitary neglected thing; it has ftronger 
confederacies, greater alliances, than fin and 
wickednefs. It is in league with God and 
the univerfe; the whole creation fmiles 
upon it; there is fomething of God in it; 
and therefore it muft needs be a viftorious 
and triumphant thing. 

Wickednefs is a weak, cowardly, and 
guilty thing, a fearful and trembling fha- 
dow. It is the child of ignorance and dark- 
nefs; it is afraid of light, and cannot pos- 
fibly withftand its power, nor endure the 
fight of its glittering armour. It is alii— 
anced to none but wretched, forlorn, and 
apoftate fpirits, who do what they can to 
fupport their own weak and tottering king- 
dom of darknefs, but are only ftrong in 
weaknefs and impotency. The whole po-^ 
lity and commonwealth of devils is not fo 
powerful as one child of light, one babe in 
Chrift ; they are not able to quench the 
leaft fmoking flax, to extinguifli one fpark 
of grace. Darknefs is not able to make 
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refiftance againft light, but ever, as it comes, 
flies before it. But if wickednefs invite the 
fociety of devils, fo that thofe curfed fiends 
moft readily apply themfelves to it, and offer 
their fervice to feed and encourage it, be- 
caufe it is their own life and nature, their 
own kingdom of darknefs, which they ftrive 
to enlarge, and to fpread its dominions, 
mall we therefore think that holinefs, which 
is fo nearly allied to God, has no good ge- 
nius in the world to attend upon it, to help 
it, and encourage it? Shall not the king- 
dom of light be as true to its own intereft, 
and as vigilant for its felf-enlargement, as 
the kingdom of darknefs? Holinefs is never 
alone in the world; God is always with it, 
and his loving Spirit ever aflbciates and joins 
itfelf to it. He that fent it into the world 
is with it, as Chrift fpeaketh of himfelf — 
u The Father hath not left me alone, be- 
caufe I do always thofe things that pleafe 
him." Holinefs is the life of God, which, 
wherefoever it is, he cannot but feed and 
maintain: and as devils are always adtive 
to encourage evil, fo we cannot imagine 
but that the heavenly hoft of blefled angels 
above are bufily employed in the promoting 
of that which they love beft, that which is 
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deareft to God, whom they ferve, the life 
and nature of God in the foul. " There 
is joy in heaven at the converfion of one 
finner;" heaven gladly takes notice of it; 
there is a choir of angels that fweetly fings 
the epithalamium of a foul divorced from 
fin and Satan, and efpoufed unto Chrift. 
What, therefore, the wife man fpeaks con- 
cerning wifdom, I {hall apply to holinefs : 
" Take faft hold of holinefs, let her not go, 
keep her, for flie is thy life: keep thy heart 
with all diligence, for out of it are the i flues 
of life," and of death too. Let nothing be 
efteemed by thee of greater confequence 
and concernment than what thou doeft and 
adteft, how thou liveft. Nothing without 
can make us either happy or miferable ; no- 
thing can either defile or hurt us, but what 
goes out from us, what fprings and bubbles 
up out of our own hearts. We have dread- 
ful apprehenfions of the flames of hell with- 
out us; we tremble, and are afraid, when 
we hear of fire and brimftone> whilft, in 
the meantime, we fecurely nourifh within 
our own hearts a true and living hell. The 
dark fire of our appetites and paflions con- 
fumes our bowels within, and miferably 
fcorches our fouls, and we are not troubled 
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at it. We do not perceive how hell fteals 
upon us whilft we live here. And as for 
heaven, we only gaze abroad, expe&ing 
that it fhould come to us from without, but 
never look for the beginnings of it to arife 
within our own hearts. 

But, left there fhould yet haply remain 
any prejudice againft that which I have 
all this while heartily commended to you, 
"true holinefe,"and the "keeping of Chrift's 
commandments," as if it were a legal and 
a fervile thing, that would fubjeft us to a 
ftate of bondage, I muft here needs add a 
word or two, either for the prevention or 
removal of that prejudice. I do not, there- 
fore, mean by holinefs the mere perform- 
ance of the outward duties of religion, coldly 
a£ted over as a tafk; nor our habitual pray- 
ings, hearings, faftings, multiplied one upon 
another, though thefe be all good, as fub- 
fervient to a higher end: but I mean an 
inward foul and principle of divine life, 
which infpirits all thefe; which enlivens 
and quickens the dead carcafe of all out- 
ward performances whatfoever. I do not 
here urge the "dead law of outward works," 
which indeed, if it be alone, fubje&s us to 
a " ftate of bondage;" but the inward law 
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of the Gofpel, the " law of the fpirit of 
life," than which nothing can be more 
free and ingenuous; for it does not ad 
by principles without us, but is an in- 
ward felf-moving principle living in our 
hearts. 

The firft, though it work us into fome 
outward conformity to God's command- 
ments, and fo has a good effedt upon the 
world, yet we are, all this while, but like 
dead instruments of mufic, that found fweetly 
and harmonioufly only when they are ftruck 
and played upon from without by the mu- 
fician's hand, who has the theory and law 
of mufic living within himfelf. 

But the fecond, the living law of the 
Gofpel, the "law of the Spirit of life" 
within us, is as if the foul of mufic fhould 
incorporate itfelf with the inftrument, and 
live in the firings, and make them, of their 
own accord, without any touch or impulfe 
from without, dance up and down, and 
warble out their harmonies. 

They that are a&uated only by an out- 
ward law are but like neurofpafls, or thofe 
little puppets that fkip nimbly up and down, 
and feem to be full of quick and fprightly 
motion; whereas they are all the while 
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moved artificially by certain wires and 
firings from* without, and not by any prin- 
ciple of motion from themfelves within ; or 
elfe they are like clocks and watches, which 
go pretty regularly for awhile, but are 
moved by weights and plummets, or fome 
other artificial fprings, which muft be every 
now and then wound up, or elfe they 
ceafe. 

But they who are actuated by the new 
law of the Gofpel, by the "law of the 
Spirit," have an inward principle of life in 
them, which, from its own centre* puts 
forth itfelf freely and conftantly into all 
obedience to the will of Chrift. This new 
law of the Gofpel is a kind of mufical foul, 
informing the dead organs of our hearts, 
which makes them, of their own accord, 
delight to a& harmonioufly, according to 
the rule of God's Word. 

The law of which I fpeak is a law of 
love, the moil powerful law in the world ; 
and yet it frees us, in a manner, from all 
law without us, becaufe it makes us become 
a law unto ourfelves. The more it pre- 
vails in us, the more it eats up and devours 
all other laws without us; juft as Aaron's 
living rod {wallowed up thofe rods of the 
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magicians, which were made only to coun- 
terfeit a little life. Love is at once a free- 
dom from all law, a ftate of pureft liberty, 
and yet a law, too, of the moft conftraining 
and jndifpenfable neceflity. 

The worft law in the world is the " law 
of fin which is in our members,*' which 
keeps us in a condition of moft abfolute 
flavery, when we are wholly under the 
tyrannical commands of our paffions. This 
is a crjiel Pharaoh indeed, who fets his 
hard tafkmafters over us, and makes us 
wretchedly drudge in mire and clay. 

The law of the letter without us fets us 
in a condition of a little more liberty, by 
retraining us from many outward acts of 
fin ; but it does not difenthral us from the 
power of fin in our hearts. 

But the "law of the Spirit of life," the 
Gofpel law of love, puts us into a condi- 
tion of moft pure and perfect liberty; and 
whofoever really [entertains this law has 
"thruft out Hagar" quite; he has " caft 
out the bondwoman and her children; 99 
from henceforth Sarah, the free woman, 
(hall live for ever with him, and fhe {hall 
be to him a mother of many children; her 
feed {hall be " as the fand of the fea-fhore 
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for number/' and "as the fta'rs of heaven." 
Here is evangelical liberty, here is Gofpel 
freedom, when " the law of the Spirit of 
life in Chrift Jefus hath made us free from 
the law of fin and death " — when we have 
a liberty from fin, and not a liberty to fin ; 
for our Lord and Mafter hath told us, that 
" whofoever committeth fin, is the fervant 
of it." 

He that lies under the power and vas- 
falage of his bafe appetites, and yet talks of 
Go/pel freedom, is but like a poor con- 
demned prifoner, who, in his fleep, dreams 
of being, fet at liberty, and of walking up 
and down wherefoever he pleafes, whilft 
his legs are all the while locked fail in fet- 
ters and irons. To pleafe ourfelves with a 
notion of Gofpel liberty, while we have not 
a Gofpel principle of holinefs within to free 
us from the power of fin, is nothing elfe 
but to gild over our bonds and fetters, and 
to fancy ourfelves the inmates of a golden 
cage. There is a ftraitnefs, flavery, and 
narrownefs in fin. Sin crowds and crum- 
ples up our fouls, which, if they were freely 
fpread abroad, would be as wide and as 
large as the whole univerfe. 

No man is truly free, but he that has his 
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will enlarged to the extent of God's own 
will, by loving whatfoever God loves, and 
nothing elfe. Such a one does not fondly 
hug this and that particular created good 
thing, and envaflal himfelf unto it; but he 
loves everything that is lovely, beginning 
at God, and defcending down to all his 
creatures, according to the feveral degrees 
of perfe&ion in them. He enjoys a bound- 
lefs liberty, and a boundlefs fweetnefs, ac- 
cording to his boundlefs love. He en- 
clafpeth the whole world within his out- 
ftretched arms; his foul is as wide as the 
whole univerfe, as large as u yefterday, to- 
day, and for ever." Whofoever is once 
acquainted with this difpofition of fpirit, he 
never defires anything elfe, and he loves 
the life of God in himfelf dearer than his 
own life. To conclude this, therefore: if 
we love Chrift, and " keep his command- 
ments, his commandments will not be 
grievous to us; his yoke will be eafy, 
and his burden light;" it will not put us 
into a ftate of bondage, but of perfed li- 
berty. For that is moft true of evangelical 
obedience which the wife man fpeaks of 
wifdom : " Her ways are ways of plea- 
fantnefs, and all her paths are peace: fhe 
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is atree of life to thofe that lay hold upon 
her; and happy are all they that retain 
her." 

I will now fhut up all with one or two 
confiderations, to perfuade you further to 
the keeping of Chrift's commandments. 

Firft, from the defire which we all have 
of knowledge. If we would indeed know 
divine truths, the only way to come to this 
is, by keeping Chrift's commandments. 
The groflhefs of our apprehenfions in fpi- 
ritual things, and the many miftakes which 
we make about them, proceed from thofe 
dull and foggy (teams which rife up from 
our foul hearts, and becloud our underftand- 
ings. If we but heartily complied with 
Chrift's commandments, and purged our 
hearts from all grofs and fenfual affections, 
we fhould not then look about for truth 
wholly without ourfelves, and enflave our- 
felves to the dictates of this and that teacher, 
and hang upon the lips of men; but we 
fhould find the great eternal God inwardly 
teaching our fouls, and continually inftruct- 
ing us more and more in the myfteries of 
his will; and from within us u fhould flow 
rivers of living water." Nothing puts a 
ftop and hindrance to the paflage of truth 



80 They know Christ 

in the world but the carnality of our hearts, 
the corruption of our lives. 

It is not wrangling difputes and fyllogis- 
tical reafonings that are the mighty pillars 
which underprop truth in the world: if we 
would but underfet it with the holinefs of 
our hearts and lives, it fhould never fail. 
Truth is a prevailing, a conquering thing, 
and would quickly overcome the world, did 
not the earthinels of our difpofitions, and 
the darknefs of our falfe hearts, hinder it. 
Our Saviour Chrift bids the blind man wafh 
off the clay that was upon his eyes in the 
Poolof Siloam,and then he fhould fee clearly; 
intimating this to us, that it is the earth i- 
nefs of men's affe&ions which darkens the 
eye of their underftandings in fpiritual things. 
Truth is always ready and near at hand, if 
our eyes were not clofed up with mud, if 
we could but open them to look upon it. 
Truth always waits upon our fouls, and 
offers itfelf freely to us, as the fun offers its 
beams to every eye that will but open and 
let them fhine in upon it. If we could but 
purge our hearts from that filth and defile- 
ment which hangs about them, there would 
be no doubt at all of truth's prevailing in the 
world. " For truth is great, and ftronger 
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than all things : all the earth calleth upon 
truth, and the heaven bleffeth it; all works 
tremble at it. The truth endureth and 
is always ftrong; it liveth and conquereth 

» for evermore. She is the ftrength, king- 

dom, power, and majefty, of all ages. 
Blefled be the God of truth." 

Secondly, if we defire a true reformation, 
as fome would be thought to do, let us 
begin by reforming our hearts and lives, by 
keeping Chrift's commandments. All out- 
ward forms and models of reformation, 
though they be never fo good in their kind, 
yet they are of little worth to us without 
this inward reformation of the heart. Tin, 
or lead, or any bafer metal, if it be caft into 
never fo good a, mould, and made up into 
never fo elegant a figure, yet it is but tin or 
lead ftill, it is the fame metal that it was 
before. If adulterate filver, with much 
alloy or drofs, have never fo current a ftamp, 
yet it will not pafs when the touchftone 
tries it. We muft be reformed within, 
with a fpirit of fire, and a fpirit of burning, 

» to purge us from the drofs and corruption 

of our hearts, and to refine us as gold and 
filver; and then we fhall be reformed truly, 
and not before. When this once comes to 
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pafs, then (hall Chrift be fet upon his throne 
indeed; then " the glory of the Lord {hall 
overflow the land;" then we {hall be a 
people acceptable unto him, and as Mount 
Sion, which he dearly loved. 
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